
MINUTES  

OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE MANCHESTER CITY COUNCIL 

May 14th, 2018 5:00 P.M.  

  

MEMBERS PRESENT:            STAFF PRESENT:  

Mayor Mike Brening          City Manager Doug Westberry                   

Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Burt        City Clerk Lea Spell        

Councilmember Judy Taylor Foster      City Attorney Nathan Lee  

Councilmember Solomon Ferguson       Assistant Chief Chris Jones   

Councilmember Travis Ferguson        

                

Mayor Brening called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. in City Hall.  Councilmember Travis Ferguson 

gave the invocation and Mayor Brening led the pledge of allegiance.  

  

Motion made by Bruce Burt to adopt the agenda. Motion was seconded by Solomon Ferguson. Vote was 

unanimous with 5 ayes.   

  

Motion made by Travis Ferguson, seconded by Judy Foster to approve the minutes of the April 9th 

regular meeting. Vote was unanimous with 5 ayes.   

  

Motion made by Travis Ferguson, seconded by Solomon Ferguson to approve the April 19th work 

session.  Vote was unanimous with 5 ayes.  

  

Motion made by Bruce Burt and seconded by Solomon Ferguson to approve the April 2018 Treasurer’s 

Report. Vote was unanimous with 5 ayes.   

  

Students from Mountain View Elementary School were in attendance at the meeting. Mayor Brening 

and the council recognized these students as being chosen as Distinguished Leaders based upon scoring 

of the Georgia Milestone Tests. Mayor Brening offered his congratulations to the students as well as his 
appreciation of the parents and grandparents. Each student was presented with a certificate at the 

meeting.   

  

Jeraud Ferguson came before the council to introduce himself and his organization “Each 1, Reach 1: 

Way of Life”.  He explained the goals of his organization and expressed his desire to have a permanent 

location for it. He has explored the opportunity of using the old Middle School owned by the Cane Creek 

Missionary Baptist Association. The Association has made improvements to the building’s roof but still 

others are needed. Mr. Ferguson has researched various grant opportunities and one would require 
application by the City. The Mayor and Council expressed interest in the project and requested City 

Manager Doug Westberry check further into the opportunity.   
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Motion made by Solomon Ferguson and seconded by Judy Foster to appropriate $125,000 from the 

City’s Broadband Account for the DDA’s amphitheatre project. Vote was unanimous with 5 ayes.   

  

Motion made by Bruce Burt and seconded by Travis Ferguson to approve the EIP loan amount of  

$90,000 to Susan Reddoch Buffington and Melvin Mercer Buffington. Vote was unanimous with 5 ayes.   

  

The Mayor began his comments by expressing his and the council’s condolences to City Manager Doug 

Westberry over the recent loss of his wife.   

  

He recognized two new businesses to the City, MD Heating and Air and The Fruit Stand.   

  

In closing, Mayor Brening issued a public apology for the appearance of the cemetery over Mother’s Day 

weekend. He explained it was an oversight and care would be taken to avoid such a situation in the 

future.   

  

Councilmember Travis Ferguson inquired about resurfacing on Holy Hill. He was informed that the 

project had been approved and the street should be repaired by the fall.   

  

Councilmember Solomon Ferguson requested that the police department patrol neighborhood areas 
more frequently due to complaints about speeders.   

  

City Manager Doug Westberry began his comments by thanking everyone for their understanding and 
sympathy during his recent loss.   

  

He updated the council on recent action taken regarding calibration of the water meters used to bill 

Talbot County for their water usage. He stated that all the meters had been repaired and recalibrated.   

  

Motion made by Travis Ferguson and seconded by Judy Foster to adjourn at 6:45 PM. Vote was 

unanimous with 5 ayes.   

  

  

  

  

  

  



___________________________________    ____________________________________ 

City Clerk Lea Spell           Mayor Michael J. Brening  
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